
a place of transformationsa place of transformations
where friends become familywhere friends become family
ordinary kids become royaltyordinary kids become royalty

and summers become enchantedand summers become enchanted
Since our fi rst summer in 1922, Geneva Glen has provided successful camping 
and leadership experiences for young people from all over the country. As a private, 
non-profi t organization, Geneva Glen is operated by a volunteer Board of Directors 
comprised  of  camper parents, former staff, alumni and other individuals vitally 
interested in the camp’s continued success. Now in our ninth decade, Geneva Glen 
has been served by only three pairs of directors and welcomes hundreds of second-, 
third-, fourth- and even fi fth-generation campers each summer.

JuniorsJuniors are campers entering 1st, 2nd and 3rd grade; MiddlersMiddlers 
are 4th, 5th and 6th grade; and SeniorsSeniors are 7th through 11th 
grade. While Juniors and Middlers participate in activities as a 

cabin group (girls) or a dorm group (boys), Seniors elect their own areas of interest. 
Teenage campers gain tremendous benefi ts from the natural social interaction at 
camp. They are encouraged to be themselves and not worry about what is “popular.” 
Through the exemplary guidance of mature college-age counselors (most of whom are 
former Geneva Glen campers), our teenagers form wonderful, lasting friendships and 
learn valuable lessons about themselves.

HousingHousingColorado’s climate is ideal for 
housing campers in our cabins 
and dorms, complete with bunk 
beds and storage areas. Two 
college-aged counselors, and often a counselor-
in-training, are assigned to each cabin/dorm.

Campers 14 and over have an 
opportunity for hands-on training 
in a particular skill area. These skills 
can easily be transferred back into 

their home communities or can lay the foundations for 
teen leaders attaining future camp staff positions and in 
preparation for future employment. For older teens, the 
summer-long Teen Trainee program selects fi ve boys and 
fi ve girls who focus on acquiring counseling skills, as well as 
skills in program areas. Over the years, the majority of our 
camp’s college-age administrative staff have been recruited 
from our group of Teen Trainee program graduates.

The The 
DirectorsDirectors

Ken and Nancy Atkinson, CCDKen and Nancy Atkinson, CCD
The Atkinsons have directed Geneva Glen 
Camp since 1982. Both earned degrees 
in education and have a substantial 
background in working with children 

and youth.  Members of the American Camp Association, 
they also are certifi ed camp directors. As such, they are 
nationally recognized for their devotion to maintaining the 
high personal and professional standards for the safety and welfare of children, as 
insisted upon by the camping profession.

Geneva Glen is a non-profi t, private residential camp. It is interdenominational 
and co-educational. Campers and staff come from all over the world. Rules for 
acceptance and participation are the same for everyone — without regard to race, 
color, national origin, age, sex or disability. Geneva Glen is a member of (and fully 
accredited by) the American Camp Association.

Age GroupsAge Groups

LeadershipLeadership

ActivitiesActivities
Geneva Glen is nationally recognized for our unique and creative 
programming. We strive to stimulate our campers’ imaginations 
and provide a balance of safety, learning, challenge, excitement, 
spontaneity and fun. Traditional activities such as horseback riding 

are provided at all skill levels, as are arts, crafts, rifl ery, archery, and swimming 
in our heated and recently-renovated pool. Through our wilderness exploration 
program, we offer hiking, backpacking, climbing, overnight camping and canoeing 
experiences — as well as an extensive ropes course. Evening programming features 
the creative contributions of campers and staff. 
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Session Themes

Myths and Magic is our five-day introductory camping 
experience for the youngest campers, ages six through eight. 
The theme focuses on the characters and legends of children’s 
literature. Singing, storytelling and skits are primary elements 
of this session and are combined with Geneva Glen’s other 
activities — including horseback riding, crafts, swimming and 
archery. Highlights also include a night sleeping under the 
stars, a circus night under the big-top, and the very popular 
“Dirty Derby.” 

During American Heritage, we explore the rich history of the early American West 
with its mountain men, trappers and plains Indians. Campers and staff create a day-
long “Rendezvous,” evoking a 19th-century frontier atmosphere. Events begin with 
a flapjack- eating contest and continue with log-sawing, fire-building, prospecting, 
and tall tales. Our first session climaxes with a dramatic Pow Wow, complete with 
costumes, feathers and war paint. All “tribes” come together to display the culture, 
legends, ceremonies and dances particular to a camper’s own tribe.

Our second and third sessions both are called Knighthood. 
At this exciting time, our program focuses on the immense 
scope of the Arthurian legends of kingdoms, courts, castles 
and orders. We study Knighthood, codes of chivalry and 
courtly courtesy through the tales and pageantry of that period. 
Knighthood I begins with stories of Merlin and the coming of 
Arthur, while Knighthood II centers on the tales of King Arthur, 
Queen Guenevere and the Knights of the Round Table.

The final two-week session is World Friendship. Here our program centers on the 
appreciation and understanding of people and cultures from around the world. 
During this time, each cabin/dorm becomes a country and shares with other 
“countries” its history, culture, cuisine and artifacts. The closing highlight event 
is our “International Chautauqua.” Other special events include United Nations 
debates, the World Olympics and a Polynesian Luau. Multicultural awareness is 
enthusiastically celebrated during World Friendship!


